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Abstract 
This commentary is an introduction for students to the Society of Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC) 
and its Student Advisory Council (SAC). As young academics face challenges while trying to develop their careers, 
SETAC and the SAC help facilitate student involvement in the various communities within the society that can help 
to develop the students’ careers within the environmental sciences [e.g. the German Language Branch (GLB)]. This 
piece would also like to emphasize and pay homage to the continual cooperation between the SAC and the ESEU, 
which provides a scientific platform to communicate internationally and beyond the borders of SETAC, as well as offer 
heartfelt congratulations from the SAC to the GLB for their “20 Years SETAC GLB” and deep gratitude for their strong 
advocacy and support of the SAC.
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(http://creat iveco mmons .org/licen ses/by/4.0/), which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, 
provided you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons license, 
and indicate if changes were made.
A solution to the riddle
How do you know what you want to be when you grow 
up? Some people know from the time they are very lit-
tle that they want to be Doctors, Architects or Firemen 
and they continue on this path for the rest of their lives. 
For most of us, however, that is not the case. Even after 
deciding on a study program, the hunt is not over. Let 
us say you have decided on environmental sciences and 
are approaching the end of your graduate studies with an 
ecotoxicology or environmental chemistry focus. What 
are you going to do with your degree and how do you 
develop a career path after graduation?
As a young academic faced with these challenges, get-
ting involved with SETAC (the Society of Environmen-
tal Toxicology and Chemistry) is the right place to start. 
Whether you are interested in continuing in academia or 
are considering a government or industry career, partici-
pating in SETAC meetings will help you to meet the right 
people and to get started achieving your career goals. 
While it might be intimidating at first to attend Annual 
Meetings of SETAC’s Geographic Units or even a World 
Meeting with all these experts in your field around, 
SETAC also has a way of helping introduce young sci-
entists into the Society. The SETAC Europe Student 
Advisory Council (SAC), consisting of ten active stu-
dents—currently affiliated with Goethe University Frank-
furt, Germany; Stockholm University, Sweden; University 
of Jyväskylä, Finland; Ghent University, Belgium; Univer-
sity of Koblenz-Landau, Germany; and RWTH Aachen, 
Germany—represents SETAC Europe’s student members 
(approximately one-fourth of the whole society).
The SAC was established in 2006 as an initiative of 
Prof. Dr. Ralf Schulz (University of Koblenz-Landau, Ger-
many) and Dr. Fred Heimbach (formerly Bayer CropSci-
ence). Their goal was to improve communication among 
students within SETAC and to create opportunities to 
meet senior scientists. Originally an ad-hoc group of 
three Ph.D. students (Mirco Bundschuh, University of 
Koblenz-Landau, Germany; Amy Brooks, Sheffield Uni-
versity, United Kingdom; and Thomas-Benjamin Seiler, 
University of Heidelberg, Germany), the SAC developed 
into a profound part of SETAC Europe.
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In addition to facilitating connections between student 
members, the SAC regularly organizes student activities 
during the Annual Meetings of SETAC Europe, such as 
Career Talks and Mentor Lunches to bring together stu-
dents and established scientists. On top of the student 
events at the Annual Meetings, the SAC also organ-
izes the Young Environmental Scientists (YES) Meeting, 
along with SETAC North America’s Student Advisory 
Council (NASAC), annually altering the venues between 
Europe and North America. The YES Meeting is a con-
ference organized by students for students, at which par-
ticipants have the opportunity to give platform or poster 
presentations in a relaxed environment of their peers 
without paying any conference fees. While the Society, 
and both the Annual Meeting and the YES Meeting offer 
great opportunities to get involved, in the beginning, it 
can still be a little overwhelming to present your research 
in a second language.
For German-speaking students, the SETAC Europe’s 
German Language Branch (GLB) offers a solution to 
this problem, as they are provided with the opportunity 
to attend the Annual GLB Meeting and present their 
research in the comfort of their own language. Therefore, 
the GLB’s Annual Meeting offers students and young sci-
entists an easy and comparatively inexpensive way to get 
in contact with other scientists of related fields, prospec-
tive employers, international activities and the SETAC 
network. In fact, a number of present and former mem-
bers of the SAC started presenting their research and get-
ting involved in SETAC at a GLB Annual Meeting. As one 
of the GLB’s main goals is to promote young scientists in 
the area of environmental sciences, it also offers prestig-
ious awards to the students who wrote the best master 
and doctoral theses each year. Furthermore, the SETAC 
GLB is affiliated with Environmental Science Europe 
(ESEU); a journal featuring a ‘SETAC GLB Corner’, which 
among other things, provides a communication platform 
for the SAC, allowing to reach out to an audience beyond 
the borders of SETAC.
Since the foundation of the SAC, SETAC GLB has 
always been a strong advocate and supporter of the 
SAC and associated events like the YES meeting. As the 
SETAC GLB approaches its 20th anniversary the SAC 
offers sincere gratitude and congratulations to the GLB 
upon its celebration of “20 Years SETAC GLB” and looks 
forward to a productive and fruitful future collaboration.
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